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SERMON 


PREACHED 


In the Church of St. Boror en ALDGATE, 
in London, on September VII. 1704. the Day of 


Solemn Thankſgiving 


For the late 


GLORIOUS VICTORY 


Obrain'd over the 


FRENCH and BAVARIANS 
By the Forces of 


Her MAJESTY and Her Allies 
Under the Command of | | 
The Duke of MaRTBOHRAOuGA. 


By WHITE KENNETT, D. D. Arch. 
| Deacon of Huntingdon, and Miniſter of 
St. Borolph without Aldgate. 
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printed for Awnſham and Jobn Churchill at the Black Swan in 
Pater-Noſter- Row. 1704. 


r 


— 


— 


4 1 


* eoas os ꝗl oo - 


”_ ww 


„( —— — — —— ² —˙ T 


* 


Fn — a 
* 
oy 
F 
C 
L 
8. 
” * 
4 
. 5 
2 = 
* * * 5 
PF 
= 
gr mw_ey 
— * 7 
> 
"I - 
N 
IP 
; * 
8 
* 
* * 
1 » 4 
8 1 
* 
1 
* " 4 
- ai 
* 
; 4 
* - 


55 * 
- we - as 
0 
* * . 
* * 
- a f * 
: — 
o * 
* 
- 
. 
— 


* 


„ wFoeamg * 4.4 oe nn 


* . r my  - 


, 4 
. 
o 
| | * Ap rc 
M * 5 
wa? 
” Aa 
a oy 7 | 
. 32+ * 
8 . 6 
5 9 994 . ; * 
— 9 q : 
wa , k 
— L * 7 9 
— 
4 - 
- 4 


9 * a, 
* 4 , 
Ko CG 
% 
m © * - , R 
4 4 * 4 
= 
: - 
720 1 
4 0 WER { 4 
* 5 ; 8 
— F — — " y 
od : 


* ” 
* H Fn. 
* 
© - 3 4 
1 
9 . , - . Py - 
„* 6 8 
«4 
of? —— ä 4 
9 
. * 
* a 2 : 
* j 
1 = — 4 k, F 
EF 1 
+ va L * ft 
q »Cl o 
” 7-0 
* 
1 


9 UY 4 

- : * % kt 

. { 9 — 1 * N 2 
— = > 

=. a — 


- 


> aw 


_—) 
, ** * 
r Oy . oo 


* 
* m m ay. * & * * „ Dre 
* 4 — , — r enact < 
— e _—— 
6 


- 


— rp 


Thankſgiving Sermon, Cc. 
Te Preachd September 7th. 1704. 


— — 
B a 


Mare 50. 22, 23. 


4 Sound 1 Batel is in the Land, and of great 

Deſtruttion. 

How is the Hummer of the whole Earth cut aſun- 
der and broken ! How is Babylon become. a Do 
lau among the Nations ! 


WHanks be to the Goodneſs of t Divine Provi- 
\ dence, that — are met, my Brethren, . 
this Day together, on a very Happy, 
Joyful Occafion : Met here, to Bes God, 5 
and to congratulate one another, for a Publick 
Merey, a very great and gracious Mercy to rr gs 

Kingdoms, and a common Good to all Europe. 1 

aan mean nothing leſs, than the late Glorious vi. 
* ory - obtained over the French and Bavarians in 
Conjunction, for the Ravage and Ruine of the Em- 

pire, and for the Oppreſſion and Conqueſt of ma- 

ny other States and Kingdoms: An abſolute Vi- 


ctory 


. 
7 


— 
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cory obtain'd by the Forces of Her MAJESTY 
and Her Allies, under the Command of a Wile 
and Valiant Ezgliſh Subject; to his own Immortal 

© Praiſe, to the perpetual Honour of our Nation, to 
the Redemption of Germany, to the better» Securi- 
ty of” our own Rights and R | 


% 4 y LET 
Eligion, to the-mighty 
Relief of the Proteſtant Intereſt abroad, to the 
greateft Loſs and Reproach that perhaps was ever 
> yet ſuffered by the Common Enemy; and we hope 
| and truſt, to the general Welfare and Happineſs of 
- nr Neighbouring Nations. Glory be to God or 
Jigh! 1 1 
It is in memory of this ſpecial and ſignal Favour 
of the Lord of Hoſts, that by her Majeſty's Piety 
and Wiſdom, This Day is ſet apart for our ſolemm 
Gratitude, our Publick Joy, and our devout Thank(- ' 
giving to Almighty God, in all. poſſible ways of 
expreſſing our unanimous Satisfaction, our univer- 
ſal Gladneſs. The moſt proper way of doing this 
is to follow the Precept and the ſplendid Example 
of our Gracious Sovereign the Queen, is to aſſem- 
ble our ſelves together in the Houſes of God, and 
here: at his Altars to offer up our Prayers and 
Praiſes, as the beſt of Sacrifices, and moſt actepta- 
ble in bit Sight.. Here jointly in the Great Con- 
gregation to be juſt. and thankful, © to adore and 
«< magnify that moſt gracious Providence, which 
5 hath. ſo marvellouſly diſappointed. the Preſump- 
tion of our Enemies, and given us a Victory 
< exceeding not only our Merits, but our very 
Hopes and Expectations. ii N 
It has been, my Fellow-Chriſtians, the very In- 
ſtinct of Mankind, the Voice of Nature in them, to 


Fro | rejoice 


—Prachs Seprember 7th, I 704. 3. 
rejoice at the remarkable Defeat of their Publick 
Enemies. It was hence the old Heathens did cele- 
brate every notable Victory with all, imaginable. 
demonſtrations of Content and Fulneſs of Joy: 
They had their Flaming Altars, their Crowns of 
Laurel, their Triumphant Chariots, their Magnifi- 
cent Proceſſions, their Muſical Applauſes, and eve- 
ry thing that could ſet forth. the Pomp and the 
Noiſe of an Univerſal Exultation. Nay, and they, 
blind Souls! They did all this with the Forms and 
Ceremonies of Publick Devotion; they began eve- 
ry Triumph with the Thoughts of Religion; for 
when the happy Genera gave the Senate an Account 
of any Glorious Victory  obtain'd,, He concluded 
his Letter with deſiring the favour 2 a n 2 
or Publick Thankſgiving. | . 
And all Thie was a Tradition, as it were, receiv- 
ed from the People of God ; this Practice in effect 
had been ſanctified by no leſs than a Divine Inſti- 
tution. The Scriptures of the Old Teſtament have 
recorded many ſolemn Returns of Joy and Thank(- 22 
giving unto God for ſending Succeſs and Victory 
over Enemies. We find Abraham upon every Pro- ci; 
vidential Mercy building an Altar nnto the Lord, 18. 
or Planting a Ohm * a Memorial of God's Lov- Gen. 27. 
ing kindneſs. to Him. IJſaac for the Bleſſing of 33. 
Peace and Safety had his m_ of Joy: And Ja- = m 
cob had his pill and his Oil of gladneſs. The 6 28. 
firſt Eminent. Victory which the J{/raclites (as als. 
and a. Nation) did obtain, was that over 
Fb and his Hoſt in the Red Sea ; and im- 
mediately.; there were Publick Re joicings for it; 
N Was Miriam the Propheteſs- with e x Bad. 25 
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Hier Hand, aud all the Women after Her with Tim- 
| brels and with Dances : There was Moſes and the 
' Children of Iſrael with a Song or Compoſed Form 
of Thankſgiving, beginning thus, [ wil Sing unto 
the Lord, for He hath trinmphed Gloviouſly, , the 
.. Horſe and Rider hath He * into the Se 
and ſo on. Who is like unto thee, O Lord amo 
the Gods. | Who is like thee, Glorious in Holyneſs, 
Fearful. in Praiſes, Doing Wonders | But let us 
look only into the Firſ# Leſſon appointed for this 
Morning Service: We ſee there, that when De- 
borah, the Glory of Her Sex, when SHE jndged 
rael, and was compelld: to a War with Jabin 
| of Cauaan 3 She choſe for the Leader of Her 
M Army Barak the Son. of Abizoam, and fent him 

©. out to meet Siſera the Captain Jabins Hoſt: 
And upon an Engagement, tho the Numbers and 

the Place were an advantage to the Enemy, yet 
all their Hoſt war diſcomfited with the Edge ef the 
. Sword before Barak. Mulditudes'' were ſlain upon 
2 the Spot: Many of the flying Froops were drown- 
. ed in the River Nin, and the reſt were taken 
Captive: Siſera the Chief Captain ſhamefully fled 
away, but _——_ en War into 91 Hend of 4 


Woman. 

Now after all this Olory tal for 
| His Sovereign Lady Deborah, y 18 Nee Coun- 
try — chere was 3 of Jo Ca Thankſ- 

| t apart thoſe . 
Ss Solemn Form of Thank ing Co — 
aaläl nd Sung on that glad Ovcafion + For ſuch muſt 
Fodg. 5. be the eue of tlie firſt Verſe, Then Sang Debo- 
as mh and _ the Son of Abinoam oz that Dey” 
Jejing, 
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| ſaying, — Then and on that Day muſt be a ſoletn- 


ly fixt and appointed Day: And their Devotion 
follows in a Publick Form, Praiſe ye the Lord for 
the avenging of Iſrael, &c. It ſeems, one Subject of 
their Praiſe was the Happineſs of Jae! under a 


Female Adminiſtration, ver. 7. The Inhabitants of 


the Villages ceaſed, they ceaſed in Iſrael, until that I 
Deborah aroſe, I aroſe a Mother in Iſracl. Ano- 
ther Subje& of their Joy was the taking a vaſt 
Multitude of Priſoners, ver. 12. Awake, Awake, De- 
borah, ariſe Barak ! And lead thy Captivity captive, 
thou Son of Abinoam! And again, a freſh Argument 
of Joy was the putting to flight ſo many of their 
Horſemen, and puſhing them into the River K?- 
ſhon, ver. 21. The River of Kiſhon ſwept them "away, 
that Antieut River, the River Kiſhon. O my Soul, 
thou haſt trodden down Strength; Then were the 
Horſe-hoofs broken by the means of the Pranſings, the 
Pranſings of the mighty ches. For theſe Noble 


Acts, it was fit and juſt to Celebrate the Con- 
duct and the Courage of the Jewiſh pb irs: 83 
My Heart is toward the Governonrs of Iſtael; hr 


offered themſelucs willingly among the People, ver. 18. 
A People that jeoparded their 7 

the High Places of the Field. Nay, and among other 
things, it could not be altogether forgotten, that 


God bleſſed Iſrael with this Noble Victory, the. 
they were too much a People at variance, and a 


divided Nation; tho' all the Tribes had not the 
ſame Affection for their own Iſrael; tho ſome re- 
fuſed to affiſt in the common Cauſe 3 and be- 
tray'd their urmatural ＋ es to the common 
Enemy, ver. 15. For * F Reuben there 
e rare a AY | were 


ives unto Death in 


— 


9 9 
* . * 2 


—_— 


4 5 — ** . — = er OY * 4 4 7 e ** * 9 — 2 N K a 2 * * b wy . 
op 2 © * | f : k 

ar | 
N ö — 5 2— _ 5 ad 3 — — — — — 2 
j » 5 9 N ' - , | 
| 1 . a. — 

A ermon.' Kc 

3 * 3 4 4 3 . 
b 1 | 


thod of Diſcourſe upon it, It would indeed be 


were great thoughts of Heart; and again, for the Di- 


5" ww of . Reuben there were great ſearchings of 
Hie 


art, &c. But the Concluſion of all was to pray 
God, that He would continue the Preſervation, 
and increafe the Victories of Iſrael, ver. 31. So let 


all thine Enemies periſh, O Lord; but let them that 


love thee be as the Sun, when he goeth forth in his 
might, 5 

I have thus willingly run over the Hiſtory of 
Deborah and Ker General Barak, on a double Ac- 
count. Firſt, To ſhew the Antient and Laudable 
Cuſtom of the People of God, in appointing Days 
of Thankſgiving, and preparing Songs of Tri- 
umph, for any great Deliverance, and above all, 
for any Honourable Victory obtain d in a juſt and 
neceſlary War. Secondly, To confirm your good 


Opinion of the Wiſdom of our Governours, in 


directing and adapting this Song, this Divine Hymn 
Deborah ard Barak, to be read to you for a 
roper Leſſon on this Day : For there be in it re- 
ally fuch Strokes of Reſemblance to the late Glo- 
rious Action, and ſo many Lines running parallel 
to our now happy Condition; that the whole 
Chapter ſeems not barely a Hiſtory of what then 
hapned, but likewiſe a ſort of Prophecy of what is 
now again come to paſs. The ſame things are as 
it were fulfilled in our Bars, and the preſent Ge- 
neration has ſeen the Noble Works, O God, which 
thou haſt done in their Days, as well as in the old 
Time before them. Oy 
But in theſe thoughts we are led away from the 
Text, and I had almoſt forgotten to reſume a Me- 


excuſable 


da. 
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excuſable for Joy to be leſs exact in keeping to 
Method and Order: Joy rather admits of the 
Looſneſs of a little Rapture and a little Tranſ- 
port; for if it were too much confined and li- 
mited to Rule and cloſe Method, it would ſeem 
to have Artifice in it, It would be leſs, what it 
ought to be, a true Natural Joy. 

The words of the Text are theſe, A Sound of 
Battel in the Land, and of great Deſtruction. How 
it the Hammer of the whole Earth cut aſunder and 
broken ! How is Babylon become a Deſolation among 
the Nations ! 5 
Seaſonable Words, that may come forth to meet 
and and to welcome our Thoughts on this Day: 
For the good Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity is 
. owing. 2 


I. To a Battel and the Sound of it: A Battel 
fought and work'd out with the greateſt Conduct, 
Bravery and Reſolution: A Battel not begun upon 
Surprize, or with any little Stratagem of War ; 
but with a Noon-day defiance of the Enemy, and 
a Generous open Aſlault of them: A Battel won, 
not over a ſoft and effeminate Army diſpoſed to 


flight, or accuſtomed to yield; but over veterane 


Troops, over the Flower of the two Armies of 
the great King and the perfidions Prince, A Bat- 
tel therefore not eaſily obtain d, not at the firſt 
blow, not at a repeated attempt or two; but the 
Prize of Sweat and Reſolution, advancing by flow 
and ſure Degrees; diſputing ſtep by ſtep 3 endu- 
ring a Repulſe, and yet ſcorning a Retreat 3 ſtill 
KRallying and CONE MIS a till the greater Difficulty 
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made up the greater Glory. For by this means it 
was a Battle not won by halves, not leaving any 
Queſfion to which fide the Victory inclined 3 but 
a Victory determin'd, and made abſolute and ac- 
compliſh'd to the laſt degree, beyond any Inſtance 
Tn later Ape RTE 0% 


II. There may well be ſaid to be 4 Sound of ſuch 

a Battle For, as Iſa. 9. 5. Every Battle of the War- 
riour is with confuſed Noiſe, and Garments rolled in 
Blood. That dreadful and diſtracting Noiſe was 
(Thanks to God) afar off from Us, and our quiet 
Habitations: It did not pierce thro our own Ears 
and Heatts ; yet within that Scene of Action, moſt 
horrible muſt needs have been the tuinultuous Con- 
fuſion; the collection of Sounds all harſh and hi- 
deous; the loud Inſtraments of War, and the claſh- 
ing of Weapons; the Clamours of Command, the 
Murmurs of Diſorder, the Impetuouſneſs of Cou- 
rage and Revenge; the Terrors of Flight, and the 
fterce Motions of Purſuit z the Shrieks of the Wound- 
ed, the Sighing of the Priſoners, the Groans of 
the Dying. Oh! ſuch a rending and amazing 
Sound, as can hardly be expreſsd by any Image 
but that of the Laſ# Day, the Day of the Lord, 
in the which the Heaven, ſhall paſs away with a 
* Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 

eat. . : 

And tho we (I fay) at a ſafe and happy diſtance 
were delivered from the immediate Impreſſion of 
that Sound of Battel; yet the Report of it has already 
gone into all Lands, and mult ſoon reach unto the 
ends of, the World : And it will every whete procl 


| aim 
the 
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the Shame and Reproach of our Enemies, and the 


Honour and Glory of our Ergliſh Nation. ws 
Nay, the irreſiſtible. Sound could not be kept back 


from the Seat of Tyranny, the Court of France 


How ungrateful to the Ears of that Monarch | How 
incredible at firſt, and afterwards how amazing and 
confounding ! for he had been rarely ſhock'd with 
unwelcome News ; he had been long entertain'd 


with ſmooth Relations of the Glory of his Arms, 


of Battles won, of Towns ſurrender'd, of Provinces 


ſubdu'd, and even of Kingdoms caught by Guile.. 


Io be told now of his invincible Troops utter ly bro- 


ken, tho' ſuperior in number, and boaſting in their 


ad vantage of the Place, yet utterly broke»; a Part 


that dared to ſtand, fair by the Sword; a Part that 


attempted to eſcape, puſb d into the Danube ; a Part 


that cou'd not offer to eſcape, talen Priſoners 3 at 


among thirteen hundred Officers, the General him- 
ſelf a Captive, who ( if he have the Spirit of Gal- 
lantry formerly aſcribed to him) muſt think his Life, 


when it is all that was left, ao ignominious Burden: . 


to him: It is a new Tryal of his Courage to fur- 


vive the Loſſes of the Field, of his own N 


and of his Maſter's Honour. 


III. Obſerve, Thirdly, this Sound of Battle is ſaid” 


to be in the Land, i. e. in the — s own Country, 


in the Land of the Chaldeans, ver. 9. The Afembly of 


great Nations from the North- Coos had come up- 
againſt Babylon; A Confederate Army, who did not 
| ſtay at a ſafer diſtance, to receive their Enemies 3. 
bu: went home to them, fought them on their en 
Ground, and took poſſe ſtion of. their whole Cuun-- 
try. 
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oy, as the lawful Prize of Conqueſt. It was ſome . 4 


what like in the Inſtance now before us, in the victo- 
rious Battle, which we this Day celebrate. Thanks 
be to God, it was in à ſtrange Land, on the Bor- 
ders of an Enemies Countfy. What an infinite 
Mercy tis, that our o.]n EA Ground is free from 
the Stains of Blood, and not yet drawn into any 
part of the diſmal Scene of War. Thoſe our Ad- 
verſaries, who have long bore 4 Tyrannous Hate a- - 
gainſt us, they once came very near unto us, they 

kde over their Arms to Ireland, and for a ſea- 

ſon made that poor Kingdom a Theatre of ſad Con- 


fuſion: Nay, and they threatned to come nearer, 


and into the midſt of us: They inſulted our Exg- 


45 Coaſts, and were preparing a Deſcent or two 


upon them, But I think, by God's gracious Mer- 
cy, thoſe Dangers of Invaſion are now vaniſhed 
away 3 thoſe who would invite 'em, can hardly 
now expect em: They have not dard for many Years 
to ſhew a Fleet in our Channel; they only ſcatter 
forth their private Robbers to infeſt our Trade. 
Secure (I ſay) from their Armies treading on our 


Native Land; we have lat ſtill; and (bleG'd be God) 


have ſlept in Quiet: We have had the Enjoyments 
promiſed to peaceable times, of ſitting every Man under 


His Vine, and under bis Fig- Tree; and none to make ur 


afraid, And, Oh ! what a Happineſs it is, if we knew 


but how to value it, thatour owndear Country is not 
the Seat of War! That while the Sword hath its Com- 


miſſion to go through all other Lands, in onrcitis ſheath- 


ed and preſerved pure from Blood! We hardly can 


imagine the dreadful Floods of Miſery, that break in 
upon every Place where Armies make their long 
5 | Campaign: 
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Campaign : The Frights and Tumults of Alarming 
and-Surprizing ;. the Spoil and Rapine of Foraging 
and Plund'ring 3 the perpetual Plagues of Fire, and 
Sword, and Famine, and perhaps of Peſtilential Sick- 
neſs : Oh! they are not to be expreſs d, but by thoſe 
poor People who have eo. them 3 pray God we ne- 
ver feel them ! Had thoſe vaſt Armies been to move 
and to ravage in the Bowels of our own Country, 
what Defolation , Anguiſh, and Woe muſt have 
- march'd. along with them! The Judgment repre- 
* ſented by the Prophet made viſible to us, Joel 2. 
I, 2, 3. The Inhabitants of the Land would have them- 
bled at the ſtrong People ſet in Battle Array A Fire A 
would have devoured before them, and behind them a. | 
Flame burning, This our Land, as a Garden of Eden. © 
before them ; and behind them .a deſolate Wilderneſs, 
yea and nothing could-eſcape them, Had any part of, 
this our Iſland been the Seat of the late Action, the 
Field of that dreadful Battle; the greateſt Succeſss 
could hardly have counter vailed our Suffering: No l. w 
here at Home, the like glorious Victory had in a 1 
manner been our Ruine. Te more Conſolation and! © 
Joy to us, that our Arms were carried abroad, to = $8 
remoter Regions, not to expect an Enemy, but to- 
meet them, to find em, to perſue em. Our Arms 
now carried farther than our brave Anceſtors could: 
ever bear them: They indeed of old ſhot our Ar- 8 
rows in the Vineyards of France They more late 
ly help'd to redeem the Netherlands, to relieve Por- 
tugal, to preſerve Flanders, and ſtept over to all the 
adjacent Parts of Europe, for the ſervice of keeping h 
or reſtoring the Balance of it: But never till Nom, 3 
did our Egli Troops paſs the Ccean, the Rhine. 
THEN Wt ge the 1 
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the Dauube; and ſeek out, as it were, a new World 
to conquer: Never till Now, were our Ereliſh Ban- 
ners diſplay d in the remoter Corners of Germany, 
and there the drooping Eagle viſited and reliev'd 
by the generous Britiſ Lions: This is the peculiar 
Glory of the preſent Reign, and will be in all Ages 
an Immortal Honour to the Exgliſʒ Name. | 


IV. But to keep to the Words of the Text, from 
the Sound of Baitel in the Land, let us paſs on, 
Fourth, to that of great Deſtruction. A Sound of 
Battel in the Land, and of great NeſtruFion. © 
The Battle now freſh upon our Minds was à Bat- 
tel of greater Deſtruction, than perhaps any within 
the Memory of Man, or the Hiſtory of modern 
Times. Forgt is well known how our Enemies of 
late have declined all decifive Battles; have ftu- 
died to make War the Art of not fighting: If any 
equal Force came out againſt them, then they took 
Refuge in ſome ſtronger Holds ; then they ſought 
out Incampment and Iꝑtrenchment, and Suſpence 
and Evaſion, to wer put their Enemies, and to 
Watch for the ſecret Opportunities of Miſchief. 
It has been owning to this delatory Craft, that 
in a long depending War, we could never have 
the join'd Iſſue of former Ages, we could never 
have one determining Blow; but as it were occafio- 
nal Rencounters, begun upon Surprize, and ended 
with Retreat, no great Loſs or Gain. 'And ſuch no 
doubt was the wiſe Intention of our Enemies before 
their late Defeat: When their Forces were con- 
join'd, they thought again to play with rhe War, 
or meerly to carry on the Trade of it: They 
„5 | choſe 
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choſe out an ad vantagious Camp, and wrapt up them- 
ſelves in ſuch ſafety, that their General (then at Li. 
berty) defy'd the Engl; Troops advancing towards 
bim, and offered in a deriding Boaſt to make a wa 
for them: But it is not good to inſult the weakeſt 
Enemy: When Senacherib, the proud King of Af 2 N. 19. 
ria, ſent out *Rabſhakeb td revile the People of Ju- 
dah, and therein to reproach the Living God, then 
was the deſtruction of his Army neareſt at hand. 
80 here, the proud Jeſt was ſpoil'd 3 the Exgliſb 
and their Aſſociates wanted no way, but what the 
could themſelves find or make; they needed no 
taunting Invitation to bring then on; a voluntary 
Courage and a firm Refolution carried them thro' 
the moſt difficult Acceſs, ſupporting them over Ri- 
vers, Morafles, Lanes, and Tfenches; in the Mouth 
of Cannon, and the midſt of Fire; fearing no Op- 
poſition, and knowing no Repulſe; till they came 
off abſolute Conquerors. een, hc 
And then at laſt how great was the DeſtruFion ! 
What Heaps of slain! What Cronds of Captives! 
What Hurry and Confuſion of the flying Troops? 
What a double Victory over two formidable Ar- 
mies elaborately join'd together ! One of them en- 
tirely broken to pieces; the other of them miſera + 
bly ſhatter'd and put to flight : One General a Pri- | 
ſoner, the other in effect àa Deſerter and a Fugitive: 


| The fenced Cities ſuing for Protection; and. the 
whole Province, 'we hope, by this time reduced to 
4 its due Obedience, its fendal Subjection to the Em- 
: pire. Let us not ſeem to glory, tho? upon ſo great 
g a Reaſon for it; Let him that glorieth, glory in the 
„Led; in Priife and Thanſgiving render'd tothe 
1 1 C _._  Foun- 
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1 tain of all Goodneſs and Mercy. a But this muſt be 


acknowledg'd, that our Publick Accounts of this Vi- 
Qory have been very juſt and faithful: Nay, our 
Expreſſes of it have beem modeſt, and rather on the 
Reſerve; even contrary. to the common nature of 


good News: For Joy and Triumph are apt to exalt 


Men, and to make them a little exceeding, a little 
extravagant in their firſt report of matters; ſo that 
Allowance and Abatement muſt be generally made; 
the firſt Relation flieth high, and muſt fink into 


Truth by degrees. But in the caſe of our preſent” 
glad Tidings, we were not at all deceived. or diſ- 


appointed in the moſt early Informations given to 
us: Nay, it is very obſervable, the firſt Accounts 


have been ſo far from needing to drop or diminiſh 


any part: of em, that the freſher Reports have ſtill 
brought the better News, and the Succeſs proves 
every day greater and greater. A ſignal Inſtance of 


the Wiſdom and true Magnanimity of our Engliſo 


General, who had rather do Great Things than ſpeak 
them, who can gain a Victory, and yet not of 
it 3 who in the ſame, day can conquer his Enemies 
and Himſelf, keeping his Virtue for its beſt Reward. 
It falls under every one's notice, who turns over the 
publick Papers, that the Letters which have been. 
wrote from Princes and States to our victorious Ge- 
neral, have ſounded great, and have juſtly, extoll'd 


the mighty, mighty Action: But thoſe Expreſſes 


which He himſelf has ſent to any of them, have 
been plain matter of Fact, with no Comment up- 
on Himſelf; only with due acknowledgment of 


. the Bravery of our Men, and of the Blefling of 


. God. But if we had rather believe the Report of 


our: 
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our Enemies, we may go and learn from them the 
Merit of their own ſuffering Cauſe, the Greatneſs of 
the ir own Deſtruction. They have never been over. 
ſparing in the magnifying of their own Advantages 
and are not likely to be over and above ingenuous 
in the Confeſſion of their own Loſſes: And yet, 
I think, they themſelves confeſs the Loſs of above 
Forty Thouſand Men: A Number of it (elf ſufficient 
for a vaſt Army, or at leaſt for a prodigious Over- 
throw! As Joel 3. 14. Multitudes, Multitudes in the 
Valley of Deciſion. | 5 


V. Let us go on to a Fifth Conſideration of the 
Text, not foreign to the occaſion of the Day, and 
that is in theſe Words, How, is the Hammer. of the 
whole Earth cut aſunder and broken!  _ 
Of whom ſpeaketh the Prophet > Of Nebuchad- 
nexzar the Aſſyrian Monarch, the King of Babylon. 
He who, ver. 17. had broken the Bones of Iſrael. He 
who, ver. 29. had been proud e the Lord and 
his People. A grievous Inſtrument of Oppreſſion and 
Perſecution, ver. 33. A furious Promoter of Super- Ny 
ſtition and Idolatry, ver. 38. A perfect Devourer and 
Swallower up of all about him, Chap. 51. 34. Such 
a Tyrant at home, ſuch a common Enemy abroad, 
was here by the Holy Spirit call'd, The Hammer of 
the whole Earth, an Inſtrument of Miſchief, of ſore: 
bruiſing, and of breaking in pieces. PIG © 2 g 
The ſame Holy Spirit has often repreſented the. " 
pernicious Diſturbers and Deſtroyers of Mankind by * 
ſuch ſort of Metaphors, that denote them to be the 
Iools and Engines of doing violence upon the Earth 
even: the Inſtraments that bead own hand N 1 
LIES, me TRA OF uſe 
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uſe of in correcting ſinful Nations: Thus by the 
Prophet Iſaiah faith God, O Aſrian, ibe Rod of mine 
Anger, and the Staff in their hand is my Indignation, 
z. e. wicked Princes are made the Executioners of 
Divine Vengeance upon a rebellious People. The 
Lord of Hoſts takes .up ſuch Weapons againſt his 
Adverſaries, tho' the Meapous themſelves know not 
to what uſe they are employ'd : Here this Rod and 
Staff of Indignation was ſent againſt an hypocritical 
Nation, and againft the People of God's Wrath, to take 
the Spoil, and to take the Prey, and to tread them dom 
like the Mire of the Streets; howbeit the Tool was 
ignorant of being made a Tool, ver, 7. Howbeit he 
meaneth not ſa, neither doth his Heart think. ſo z 
but it is in his Heart to deſtroy, and to cut off Na- 
tions nat 4 few. As this Aſſyrian Monarch, for vex- 
ing the Neighbouring Nations, was called a Rod, a 
Staff, a Hammer; ſo the Medes and Perſians, who 
. ſoon after reduc d and deſtroy'd this mighty Mo- 
n likewiſe are repreſented as the Armory of 
; an incenſed God, Chap. 51. 20. Thon art my Battle- 
3 Ax and Weapons of War; with thee will 1 break in 
N preces the Nations, with thee will I deſtroy Kingdoms, 
| &c. And in after Ages, thoſe cruel, Tyrants who 
diſturb d the Peace of Mankind, and turn'd the World 
as it were upſide down; they were look'd upon as the 
Artillery of Heaven, the Engines of Divine Wrath: 
| For ſo the moſt Pagan Attila who broke like a Tor- 
_——=_ rent into La, and made havock of the Chriſtian 
| Church, he was ſenſibly ſtiled Flagellum Domini, the 
Scourge of the Lord to chaſtize a wicked Generation. 
Now certainly, if any one Prince can deſerve. 
the like Title, it is He over whoſe vanquiſh'd Le- 
5 gions 
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gions we this Day Triumph: He who has been ſo 
Jong the very Hammer of the Barth, continually 
exercis d in ſtriking blows and wounds upon the 
reſt of Exrope. Let there be a Reverence due to 
Crowned Heads, how ill ſoever they repreſent the 
God of Equity and Mercy. But is not this a 
Truth to be decently own'd ? That no one Mo- 
narch of theſe latter Ages ever yet exerted a more 
boundleſs Ambition, or ever yet affected a more 
exorbitant Power ; ever ſo much oppreſt his Sub- 
jects, invaded his Neighbours, and laboured to 
ut the World out of Courſe. Were we to trace 
his Reign from the Pyrenean Treaty, wherein He 
renden d the Spariſh Monarchy, to the late pre- 
tended Will os Teſtament, by which He ſeis dit; 
what ſhould we all along find, but Breach of Faith, | 
and Uſurpation of other's Property and Right? 
And for this end, violated Leagues, and renewed 
Quarrels 3 then again feigned Treaties to gather 
Strength for other open Ruptures : Then a Sur- 
prize or a- Purchaſe of what was to be called a 
Conqueſt, and ſo on in Perpetual Broils and Der | 
ſtruction. 

Wbat a Diſtracted Condition is all Enrope: new) 8 
in? How has the whole Face of it been covered 
with Confuſion? And whom has God permitted 
to be the Author of it? Who hath ſtricken Spain 
into the convulſions of 2 divided Kingdom, and a 
diſputed Right? Who has brought the. foreign 
Armies into ah, and made that Garden of the 
World a Spotl and à Prey to Strangers, while the 
Inhabitants have nothing to do in the Quarrel, 
bar tos ſuffer by it 3 and While the- States and 


Princes 
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Princes have been made afraid to declare, or to 
defend themſelves ? Who has put Savoy once more 
upon it's neceſſary Guard, and made that Prince 
Juſtly prefer a Self-Preſervation before the Alli- 
ances of Marriage > Who has brought Flanders un- 
der a Yoke of new dependence and unwonted 
ſubjection? Who has attempted to rend off Bava- 
ria from its feudal Relation to the Empire ; and 
has drawn in that unhappy. Prince to betray his 
Honour, his Family and his Country ? Who has 
romoted the Competitions for the Crown of Po- 
nd, and has made that Kingdom a Place of long 
miſerable Diſtraction? Who, I ſay, has put all 
Europe into this ſtrange Combuſtion, but He who 
has been taking away the Balance of it, and has 
hoped to bring it All into one Univerſal Empire? 
The Breaker of the Peace of the World, the De- 
moliſher of all the order and the beauty of it: 
Almoſt literally the Hammer of the whole Barth. 


5 
1 
} b 
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Vl. Which leads us with the greater comfort 
_— to the Sixth Particular of the Text, the cutting 


| | aſunder and breaking this pernicious Inſtrument ; 
'8 | for which a Joy and Exultation is, due, Hom 5s 
3 the Hammer of the whole Earth cut aſunder and 
This Prediction was exactly fulfilled in the de- . 
{ſerved Fate of Nebuchadnexxar, who after all the | 
enlargement of his Dominions, and the advance- 
ment of his Grandeur, lived to ſee. a Northern 
Army enter into the Bowels of his Kingdom, take 
his chief City, deſtroy his whole Country, extin- 
guiſn his Monarchy, and transfer it to their Lea- 


der 
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der Cyrus. See Eze 31, Cc. Such was the Pro- 
phecy, and ſuch the Completion of it, in cutting 
aſunder and breaking that Aſſyrian Hammer. 

How far the Words may be applied to our pre- 
ſent Deliverance, and to the Blow lately given to 
the common Enemy, who can tell? How ſoon He 
may fall after ſuch a grievous Stroak, God alone 


knoweth, we muſt not preſume to foretel. But 


modeſtly ſpeaking, the Blow He has received muſt 


needs make a deep Impreſſion on Him: It is a 


Blow I am ſure: heavier, than we our ſelyes had 
been able to bear. It muſt a little eclipſe his 
Glory, which he has been ſo Jealous of: It muſt 
needs diſcourage his remaining Troops to reflect 
on ſo many Squadrons and Battalions, offered up 
a Sacrifice in one Day: It muſt needs terrify his 
other Mareſchals and Generals, and make them 
tremble at the ſight of a Confederate Army, and 
have the Proſpe&t of becoming Inglorious Cap- 
tives. It muſt make other Princes afraid to enter 
into new Alliance with Him; when after all his. 
vain Boaſts, He has not been able to defend his 
Electoral Conſpirator, but has left his Country to 
be the Prize of Victory, and only carries away 
the Prince to be in effect his Priſoner. At leaſt, 
it muſt extremely raiſe the Spirits of us and our 
Allies, to ſee what a good Cauſe and an united 
Strength can do; to ſee, that the great Oppreſſor 
is not, what He would be thought to be, is not 
Invincible. But while I ſpeak of Conſequences, I 
would rather chuſe to ſay, that ſuch a Victory 
wiſely uſed and well purſued muſt ſoon determine 
in a. General Peace, in. the Redemption of Op- 
f 5 TEC preſſed 
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grecded People, in the reſtitution df: uſurped Coun- 
ies in the foundation of all Publick Tranquility 
and Happineſs, ze, in the Balance of Europe. 


VII. We have. now but one more Particular of 
the Text remaining, and that is the laſt Clauſe, 
How is Babylon become a Deſolation among the N- 
tions | - 

This was literally ale of the City Babylon, 
the Metropolis of Aria; expreſling the Siege and 
- Overthtow of that Capital City ; and including 
the Spoil and the Conqueſt of that whole King- 
dom, ver. 9. For lo I will raiſe and cauſe to come np 
againſt Babylon an Aſſembly - of great Nations from 
the North Country, and they ſhall ſet themſelves in 
array againſt Her 3 from thence She ſhall be taken, 
'Chaldea ſhall be a Spoil. And what if from 
Baby lon in bs Text we ſhould make an allufion 
to Anocher Proud Monarchy, and the chief Seat 
of it? Who knoweth what a Deſolation may be 
1 coming on them? Who knoweth, but there may 
W _ | be an appointed Period to the Gallican as there 
= was to the AHriam Monarchy ?\In God's Hand are 
Times and Seaſons, and there we humbly let them 
=. - reſt : But it is obſervable, that in all the trans- 
| ferring or deſtroying the four Univerſal Empires, 
the Seaſon of their deſtruction was in the height 
of their Glory, of ſoon after; as if their Perfecti- 
on made them Ripe for Ruine. Nay, and it was 
true of a later growing Monarchy,” that of Spair, 
which within-an Age or two was growing up to 
an exceſſive Power; had the German Empire joined 
to 195 and fairly ns to be che Univer- 


ſal 


* — 


— 


Preac b'd Se ptember r 710. 1 704. 


fl Monarchy : ; And. yet from that Median” of © 
Clay ſhe preſently went downward, and (while 
Queen ,gracd. the Engliſh Throne ) this unweil- 

dy 4 05 a Figure in the World leſs and leſs; 

30 5 Of rees Is. become capable of what could 
We oi, capable of ſubmitting to a 
French Power, unleſs Redeemed (as God is now 
pleas d to encourage our Hopes) by the Proſpe- 
rous Arms of Her Majeſty. and Her Allies. For 
there may be in Political, as there is in Natural 
Bodies, a; Stature and a Strength, which they can- 
not exceed. >. when come to that allotted Point, 
they muſt decline and diminiſh even to their final 
Diſſolution. Or however, there is a Providence 
of God, who is a God of Peace and a God of 
Order; a Providence of that God whoſe ways are 
equal, to keep the Government of the World in 
an even Ballance; and for that purpoſe to refrain 
the Spirit of Princes, and to be wonderful among 
the Kings of the Earth, He beſt knoweth, when 
to put 4 new Song into our Mouth, when to fay, O thou 
Enemy, Deſtrudtions are come to a perpetual End. 
But what again, if by Babylon in the Text, we 


think, ſomewhat of a Myſtical Babylon, z of a Church 


that would be Univerſal, and of her invented Re- 
ligion ? There is ſomething in the Context that 
would lead us to ſuch a thought: For it ſeems 
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Babylon of Old was the great Neſt of Superſtition 


a0 Idolatry, and the chief Seat of Oppreſſion and 


Perſecution to the poor Iſraelites of the true Faith 
and Worſhip: And therefore the Fall of Babylon 


* the greater Joy on this account, that it opera 
8 D a2 Door 
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a Door of Deliverance to the . People of 
God, and brought down Idolatry and Tyranny to- 
zether, ver, 2. Declare ye among the Nations, and 
Publiſh, and ſet up a Standard, and Publiſh, and Con- 
ceal not, Babylon 3s talen, Bell it confounded, Me- 
rodach 3s broken in pieces, ber Idols are confounded, 
her Images are broken to pieces, ' 
| God knows, the Proteſtant Inteteſt in Europe 
has been for many Years too much declining 
The perverting of People and Princes mto Pope- 
ry has been the great bu ſineſs of certain Tealots 


% 


in this latter Age 3 Perſecution to affrighren fone, 


and various Temptations to ſeduce others ; Pre- 
ferments, and a Crown it ſelf the Rewards of Apo- 
ſtacy. And what bas been the Root of all "thi 
Berz but the Tyranny of France helping odt the 
Bigotry of Rome 2 What has that Pant. de to an- 
fwer, for dreadful Perſecution of his own. Prote- 
ſtant Subjects, and for his utmoſt oppoſition to all 
the Reformed Churches? What 1. of God 
3s it, that He has e attain'd his Reſolution 
of extirpating the Northern Hereſy ! What a Blel- 
ling to us, that He muſt be now farther from the 
hopes of accompliſhing that curſed Project ! It is 
true, the preſent War with Frauce is not directly 
a War for Religion, but for the Civil Liberties of 
Europe: But however, the Intereſt of the Prote- 
Kant Religion does abſolutely depend on the event 
of this War. If thoſe our Enemies prevail agaifiſt 
us, the Flouds of Popery would be foon let in 
upon aur Proteftant Neighbours, and even; upon 
this. Church and Nation: But ſince We have — 
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vantage by it, as well as our other Rights and Li- 
berties : And indeed we deſerye not ſuch a Viato- 


ry, if we know not how to improve it into an 


advantage to the Proteſtant Religion. 


| We ſee the Hopes ariſing to us, We ex pet che 


diſtreſſed Cavennois to be now the ſooner Relievd; 3 
and their Brethren the Exiles and Refugees to be 
nom the ſooner Reſtored. We expect the Reform- 
ed Cantons of Swiſſerland to be under no longer 
Reſtraint and Awe. We hope the Proteſtants in 
Hungary will nom by our Mediation have the more 
Honourable Terms of Protection and Safety. We 
comfort our ſelves, that the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
here will be never difturb'd, and will be elſewhere 


at laſt all the Foreign Proteſtants will come near- 
er unto us, and nearer unto one another 3 will 
fall into the greater Unity, and will make the 
Church of England the Center of that Unity. "WS 
ſee a Noble Diſpoſition to it ; they delight in 

better | Correſpondence with us ; In ſoriie Places 
they receive our Liturgy, and publickly uſe a great 
Part of it;; in other Places, they deliberate upon 
receiving our Epiſcopacy -: And perhaps at this jun- 
cure of Univerſal J foy. their Piety and Prudence, 


and Moderation and Charity may heal up many of 
the Breaches of Chriſtendom. The good God bleſs 
the Peace- Makers, and Proſper their ndeavours. 
I have now gone thro the Text, and I hope 
have ſhewn it not improper to the occaſion'of the 
4 I have tranſgreſ'd the bounds of our uſual 
| 92 Time ; 


the ſooner ſettled. We wiſh and pray, that W? 


vailed againſt them, our Religion muſt reap an Ad- 
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Time; but F preſume, I am ſtill within your Pati- 
ence: Any Grief indeed could not have bore a 
treſpaſs on it; but your Joy can be long ſuffering, 
true Joy can never repine or murmur. 
There remains an Application of the Text to the 
Duty of this Day. 071 NM 40 291 2% 

51 ; * 1 -4 | 9 1 Aon 0 3 ICAO 8 Dien 
1. To be truly thankful and devoutly joy ful for 
It is a little thing to ſay, that Authority does ſo 
command us: If we have any ſenſe of Happineſs, 
Nature will draw out the Expreſſions of it. The 
Weather it ſelf invites to a ſerenity of Joy: Nay, 


and the very wording of the Text muſt excite us 


to this Duty; For it is worded in the very Ex- 
clamations of Joy. Hom ws. the Hammer, &c. Hom 
is Babylon, &, A very Emirey,: a Song of: Victory 
and Triumph. 200, o ien Uns u- inn 5. 
It. is ſome. Scandal to our Enemies, that they 
have been over - forward to boaſt and to exalt 
themſelves upon every little advantage againſt us: 
But it will be our greater Reproach, if we are 
Stupid or Sullen upon ſo very great an Advan- 
tage againſt them. How have they gloried in 
Battels not at all decided! How upon the leaſt ap- 
pearance of Succeſs, have they Vaunted and Mag- 


: - -nified their no Performance ! How at the end of 


almoſt every Campaign, have they, loaded their 


Monarch with Flattery, and I doubt with Blaſ- 


phemy ! How upon every dubious event have they 
ſhamm'd the People with a ſtrange Story of ſome 
great Exploit ! And upon every trifling occaſion 
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have proſtituted their Te Dems, as if they dard 


to hope they could deceive, God as well as Man. 
If they had now but ſhared in this Glorious Suc- 
ceſs, how loud and high would their Inſults have 
been ! What foppiſh Proceflions ! What ſuperſtiti- 
ous Pageants | What deviſed Medals, and Roman- 


tick , Inſcriptions ! What Harangues and Trophies 


and Pillars! What 4 Babe! built to Heaven! 
Our plain Religion teaches us more Sinceri 
and Truth : The way of Worſhip which they call 
Hereſy directs us to be Humble and Modeſt; and 
to give unto God alone the Glory that is God's. 
We will magnify thee, O Lord, with the Voice of 75 
and Melody among ſuch as keep this Holy Day. We 
will acknowledge thy Salvation, and confeſs ; It was 
not our own Hand that did ſave uc, neither was it 
aur. own Arm that hath gotten” us, the Viory ; but 
thy Right Hand and thine Arm, becauſe thou hadſt 4 
favour unto us. 10 h # TIC : * . 45 W Ne 


1 . 0 

2, Upon a due fenſe of this Mercy, ave will 
learn to truſt and to rely more and more upott. 
the good Providence of our God; and to accept 
this. Beal Favour as an Earneſt, that He will far- 
ther ſupport us and aſſiſt us, till we ſee our deſire 
upon our Enemies. God who hath done ſo great 
things for us already, whereof we rejoice, He will 


not leave us nor forſake us; Unleſs we are guilty of 


Ingratitude, He vill continue to be our Defender 
and our mighty Deliv erer. 


nt ory 3. But: 
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3. But then our Vidories abroad muſt teach us 


to have the more Peace and Unity at home; the 
greater Charity and Brotherly Love: If poſſible, 
to heal up our own breaches ; If poſſible, to recon- 
eile the unhappy differences among our ſelves, Or 
if we differ a little in our Judgment (as Man- 
kind will alway differ) yet let us agree, let us All 


agree in the common Faith, and the common In- 


tereſt, | againſt the common Enemy of both. | 


4. And let us remember to glorify God in our 


| Lives and Converſations. To give the Labour of 


our Lips with a dead Heart, is for Fools to make 
a Mock at Sin. The only Gratitude toward God 
is to - behave our ſelves ſo as hecometb a People 
whom the Lord hath redeemed, and delivered from 
the Hand of the Enemy. So to offer up our ſelves, 
our Souls and Bodies unto thy Service, O God, 
will be moſt acceptable in thy ſight : So to obey 
will be better than any other Sacrifice. DE 


J. And laſtly to our Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
we will add our Prayers and Supplications unto 
God, that under this new Conviction of his watch- 
ing over us; we may be a Righteous People, the 
Jeſs unworthy of his paſt Mercies, and the better 
prepared to ſee his Salvation in the time to come: 
That ſo our God may continue his Loving Kind- 
neſs to us, and ſtill delight to do us good, That 
He would bleſs onr Gracious Queen in her Perſon, 
in her Government, and in her Arms by Sea and 


Land: 


- IF" 


Land : That her Reign may be long and long 
thus Proſperous, thus Glorious: That SHE may 
with continual Joy rule over us, an Ornament to 
our Church, and a Defence unto our Nation; a 
Support to our Allies, and a terror to our Ene- 
mies; and be ſoon a bleſſed Inſtrument of the 
Peace of Europe. And that we Her Subjects may 
be a Loyal, Grateful, Godly People; Ready with 
united Hearts and Hands to aſſiſt Her Majeſty in 
this Glorious Work : Proſper thon the Work in Her 

Han,, O God, and let our Adverſaries know, It 
i. thy Doing, 
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